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Context



Origins of policing: slave patrols



National Law Enforcement Museum on slave patrols



TIME Magazine on slave patrols



Eastern Kentucky University on slave patrols



John Lewis. Selma, Alabama.



George Floyd. Minneapolis, Minnesota.



Breonna Taylor. Louisville, Kentucky.



Rayshard Brooks. Atlanta, Georgia.



Michael Brown. Ferguson, Missouri.



Eric Garner. New York City, New York.



Anton Black. Eastern Shore, Maryland.



Freddie Gray. Baltimore, Maryland.



Rodney King. Los Angeles, California.



William Green. Prince George’s County, Maryland.



The Greenbelt Fair and Just 
Policing Act of 2020 

The proposed framework



Baseline

● Mayor’s Pledge
○ Policies called for by President Barack 

Obama
● 8 Can’t Wait
○ Policies to reduce violence



What it covers

● De-escalation
● Use of force
● Duty to intervene
● Civil liberties
● Transparency
● Militarization

● Hiring
● Immigration
● Racial profiling
● Civilian oversight
● Stop and Frisk
● Accountability



De-escalation
● Requiring officers to de-escalate situations through communication, maintaining 

distance, slowing things down, and otherwise eliminating the need to use force



Use of force
● Banning

○ Neck restraints
○ Shooting at moving vehicles
○ Pulling a gun on an unarmed civilian
○ Hitting, verbally abusing, or physically threatening a civilian who is handcuffs or 

otherwise restrained
● Limiting use of force
● Last resort = deadly force (only to stop an imminent threat of death or serious bodily 

injury to the officer)
● Verbal warning (before shooting, tasing, or pepper spraying)



Use of force
● Reporting use of force and threats of force (e.g. pointing a gun at someone) by 

self or others
● Sanctity of life pledge
● Banning the use of chemical irritants (e.g. tear gas) to disperse a nonviolent 

crowd of protesters
● Requiring officers to immediately loosen restraints and seek appropriate medical 

attention for any civilian who says, “I can’t breathe” or who is otherwise visibly 
in respiratory distress



Some of this codifies existing general orders.



Duty to intervene
● Excessive or unnecessary force (or threats of force)
● Immediate reporting to supervisor
● Banning retaliation against officers who report misconduct by another officer



Civil liberties
● Banning 

○ No knock warrants
○ Violations of civilians’ constitutional rights
○ Detaining a civilian who is not suspected of a specific crime

● Regulating interrogations of children
○ Notice to parents
○ Consultation with attorney



Transparency
● Prohibiting an officer from telling a civilian not to record video footage of a 

police-civilian interaction
● Complaints and disciplinary records

○ Public
○ Banning the deletion of complaints and discipline issues from personnel file

● Body cameras
○ Releasing footage upon request within 3 days of the request
○ Automatically releasing footage online within 3 days of a use of force resulting in physical injury 

to civilian
○ On before exiting car or otherwise beginning interaction with civilian
○ Not turning off until the end
○ Exceptions for cases in which civilians request to not be recorded

● Settlements



Transparency
● Public database on excessive use of force
● Trainings attended



Militarization
● Military vehicles

○ Ban
○ Return existing



Hiring
● Banning the hiring of officers with a history of misconduct in previous 

department
● Diversity

○ Hiring
○ Promotion



Immigration
● Banning police cooperation with ICE on immigration enforcement



Racial profiling
● Banning racial profiling
● Prohibiting an officer from stopping a perceived suspect who does not match the 

description provided in a service call beyond race and gender (e.g. “black male”)



Civilian oversight
● Civilian police accountability board

○ Nine Greenbelt residents
○ Appointment by mayor and city council
○ Powers regarding complaints

■ Information
■ Investigation
■ Examples of issues

● Excessive force
● Abusive language
● Harassment
● False arrest
● False imprisonment

■ Discipline
● Final decisions = binding



Civilian oversight (continued)
● Civilian police accountability board

○ Review and make recommendations on:
■ Training
■ Policies
■ Procedures
■ Officers who have been the subject of repeated behavior-related 

complaints from civilians



Stop and Frisk
● Expressly ban it.



A few words about accountability and transparency
● LEOBR
● PIA



Why police reform is difficult



Rosa Parks. Montgomery, Alabama.



Why police reform is difficult



Why police reform is difficult



Michael Brown. Ferguson, Missouri.



Why police reform is difficult
● There are many police officers in- and outside of the Greenbelt Police 

Department who have done great work, who have treated civilians with dignity 
and respect, and who embrace the diversity of their communities. Some feel this 
alone should preclude any talk of police reform.



Commendable work
WTOP















GREA











Thank you!


